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THIS YEAR'S SPELLING BEE  
BY LAUREN CHEN

SERVICE PROJECTS HONOR 
VETERANS  BY AMELIA KUSINSKI

Amelia’s greeting card that she made for a veteran. Lauren Chen will be representing her class in the grade level 
spelling Bee on November 14.

West U Elementary is doing four school-wide 
service projects this year. The first service project 
is happening November 5 – 9 and is benefitting 
American Legion Auxiliary (ALA). We are 
collecting items to help local Houston military 
veterans and making greeting cards for veterans. 
West U students have been making these cards in 
art class with Ms. Taghavi. 

The American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) was 
founded in 1919 and is the largest women’s 
patriotic service organization. The ALA supports 
The American Legion by serving and helping 
veterans, military and their families at both home 
and abroad. Focused areas for the ALA are 
Military/Veterans support, family support, and 
youth development. 

This service project is leading up to Veteran’s 
Day on November 11 which is a national 
remembrance holiday that honors military 
veterans. West U is excited about helping the ALA 
and our local veterans. Below is a list of what the 
kids at West U will be donating to the ALA.

In November we have the 
grade level spelling bee. Each 
homeroom class in third, fourth, 
and fifth grade already had their 
class spelling bee. The three 
winners from each class advanced 
to the grade level spelling bee. The 
person who got 3rd place is the 
substitute. 

Since I have made the grade 
spelling bee, I'm going to try really 
hard to make it to the school 
spelling bee. Even if I don't make 
it, I'm still going to be happy that I 
had the opportunity to participate.  

The spelling bee is only 
allowed to third, fourth, and fifth 
graders. If you're in second grade, 
next year you'll have the chance to 
participate in the spelling bee. 
Have fun spelling and good luck! 
Remember, the school spelling bee 
is in December. Also, don't feel 
depressed if you don't make it. 
Spelling is always important 
whether you make the spelling bee 
or not. After all, if I didn't know 
how to spell, you wouldn't be 
reading this right now!

The first time 
Steel City 
Pops were 
sold at West 
U there was a 
very long 
line to the 
cart. They 
are very 
popular. The 
PTO added 
Steel City 

Pops because lots of people wanted 
a change and they have a local 
connection. Steel City Pops told the 
PTO that they can do fundraisers 

and agreed to do the same donation 
(20%) as Kona Ice. Another benefit 
is the Steel City Carts do not take up 
valuable parking spaces. Their 
popsicles are gluten and dairy-free 
and according to Steel City Pops 
events manager Kayla Pacheco, 
“They are made from all natural 
ingredients and you can watch us 
make it at Heights. store.”  

3rd Grader Will Senseman, said, 
“They’re yummy and delicious!” 

Steel City Pops will rotate with 
Kona Ice every other Friday until the 
end of the year. 

A NEW PARTNER: STEEL CITY POPS  
BY TOBY YIP

Toby with a SC Popsicle.



  WEST UNIVERSITY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL VOL. XX ISSUE II NOVEMBER 2018

Houston Independent School District http://westues.org page �2

Did you know, Coach Jones was 
drafted to play professional 
baseball?  I interviewed him 
about his baseball career. 
Q. What was your number?   
A. Number 9 in college. 
Q. What college were you in 

when you were drafted?   
A. Prairie View A & M. 
Q.What position did you play 
A. Centerfield. 

Q. If you could pick a walkout 
song, what would it be?   

A. We are Family…..all my 
brothers, and sisters, and me. 

Q. What is your favorite baseball 
memory?   

A. Making the All-Star team. 
Q. How many dingers (home 

runs) did you have in a 
season?  13. 

Q. What is your favorite ballpark 
food?   

A. Nachos with cheese. 

Q. Who is your favorite baseball 
player?   

A. Ricky Henderson. (drafted by 
the Oakland A’s in 1976. He 
had 297 home runs over 25 
years in the major league 
baseball.) 

Q. I love baseball, any advice for 
me?   

A. Yes, work harder than all the 
others. 

Q. What teams did you play on?   
A. Philadelphia, Oakland, and 

the Mexico League. 

COACH JONES BASEBALL BY COLE COFFMAN 

Q: Do you want children, or is your 
class enough? 

A: Yes I want children, but not any 
time soon. 

Q: If you had a girl what would 
you name her? 

A: I would name her Mary after my 
splendid mom. 

Q: What is your favorite meal? 
A: My favorite meal is a ham-

burger, fries, and a shake. 
Q:What is your favorite sport?  
A: My favorite sport is track. 
Q: Do you have any pets? 

 A: Yes I have a dog. She is a 
terrier mix that I recently 
adopted from a shelter.  

Q: What is your favorite holiday 
and why? 

A: My favorite holiday is 
Christmas because I get to 
spend time with my family. 

Q: What is your least favorite 
holiday and why? 

A: All holidays are great. 
Q: Who are your family members 

and what are their names? 

A: My mom's name is Mary, my 
dad's name is Richard, and 
my older brother’s name is 
Steven. 

Q: Are there any interesting 
things that happened in 
your life? 

A: I went to Texas A&M. GO 
AGGIES! Before that I went 
to Memorial High School 
and ran on their track team. 

Q: Who was your best student? 
 A: All of my students are my best 

and favorite students. 
Lulu: Merci (thank you in French) 
Ms. Moen: Au revoir! (goodbye) 

GET TO KNOW MS. MOEN BY LULU SHATTO

Q. Where were 
you born?  
A.Houston. 
Q. When did you 
know that you 
wanted to be a 
teacher? 
A. In 2nd grade. 

Q. What do you like about being a teacher? 
A. I love that every day is different. 
Q. What is your favorite subject to teach? 

A. My favorite subject to teach is math. I 
love to teach math. because it is like 
solving a puzzle. 

Q. What do you like to do in your free time? 
A. I like to run, read, and go to the beach. 
Q. Where would you go on a dream 

vacation? 
A. I would like to go to Australia and go 

scuba diving in the Great Barrier Reef. 
Q. What is your favorite sport? 
A. Football. 

Q. What kind of music do you enjoy? 
A. I love all types of music. 
Q. What is your favorite holiday? 
A. My favorite holiday is Independence 

Day. I like it because you get to do a 
lot of fun outdoor activities like going 
to the beach, BBQ, and fireworks.  

Q. What advice would you give all the 
students at WUES? 

A. My advice would be to always do your 
best and be kind. 

GET TO KNOW MRS. VISTEIN, NOW IN 3RD GRADE BY SWAMI NATHAN

This fall the Minor A teams include the 
Blue Claws, Bulls, Iron Pigs, Lugnuts, Timber 
Rattlers and the Storms. I belong to the 
Storms. Games are on Sunday afternoons and 
practices are during the week. 

Fall is a great time to start playing to figure 
out if you like the sport or not. It is laid back 
compared to spring baseball. The coaches are 
usually someone’s parent. They do a great job 
teaching skills and allowing you to try out 
different positions.  

FALL BALL: WEST U LITTLE LEAGUE BY SACHIN JHUNJHUNWALA

L to R: Kyle Vasan, Elliott 
Beasley & Sachin Jhunjhunwala

http://westues.org
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Have you ever dreamed of winning a lottery? Will 
everyone be happy after winning a lottery? One day, Ms. 
Linda, a school teacher, got a flat tire and she went to the 
nearest gas station. She forgot her cell phone and tried to 
use the phone there to get help, but they would not let 
her. The cashier said if she wanted to use his phone, she 
needed to buy something - a lottery ticket, a candy or an 
air freshener. Her choice was the lottery ticket and she 
was able to fix her car. During her math class, she told 
her students about the lottery ticket. One student asked if 

they could have some money, if she won the lottery. Then, 
all the students started asking the same question. They 
ended up signing a contract that Ms. Linda would share 
equal amounts of money with each of the students, if she 
won the lottery. The next day, Ms. Linda won the lottery, 
28 billion dollars! It was the luckiest day she ever had! 

Would she keep her promise or break it? 28 billion is 
a very big number! Read The Unlucky Lottery Winners of 
Classroom 13 to find out what happens. This is a very 
hilarious, unlucky, (and lucky) story. 

THE UNLUCKY LOTTERY WINNERS OF CLASSROOM 13  
BY HONEST LEE AND MATTHEW J. GILBERT  REVIEWED BY EVELYN PARK 

Hotel Transylvania 3; Summer Vacation, is a 
great movie! I would rate it a 5 out of 5 stars. It is 
really funny and a good family movie. The movie was 
directed by Genndy Tartakovsky and produced by 
Michelle Murdocca. The voiceovers artists are: Selena 
Gomez (Mavis, the daughter of Dracula), Adam 
Sandler (Dracula the vampire), and Kathryn Hahn (the 
ship’s captain). It was released July 13, 2018. 
Available now On Demand and Apple iTunes. 

At the beginning of the story, Dracula (the 
vampire) is very lonely. His daughter, Mavis decides 
to take him on a summer vacation! At first Dracula 
wasn’t sure but he finally agreed to go. All the 
monsters in the hotel went on a cruise. When they 
arrived at the ship, Dracula immediately fell for 
Ericka, the ships captain. Little did they know that she 
was evil, and wanted to eliminate monsters? What 
happens next? You’ll have to watch it and figure out! 

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 3 MOVIE REVIEW BY PRISHA SHIVANI

     Have you ever read the book 
Refugee by Alan Gratz? It is a 
phenomenal book that is one of the 
Bluebonnet Master List selections this 
yea r. Refugee i s abou t th ree 
completely separate kids with one 
mission in common; escape. 

     Josef is a Jewish boy in 1938 
who is heading for the other side of 
the world in order to find safety from 
the cruel Nazis taking over his 
country. Isabel is living in Cuba in 
1994. With the riots and unrest taking 
place in her homeland, she and her 
family start on a long voyage to 
Miami, hoping they will take them in. 
Mahmoud is a boy from Syria in 2015, 

fleeing to a hopeful land from the 
violence and destruction in the land he 
has known forever.  All the kids are 
different in their own ways, but unique 
connections will tie their stories 
together in the end. 

Refugee is one of the best books I 
have ever read in my life, and I think 
you will feel that too. 

REFUGEE BY ALAN GRATZ 
REVIEW BY YUTIA LI

Do you have a sweet tooth?  If so, you 
should try SusieCakes located in Rice 
Village!  SusieCakes is a homestyle bakery 
with a retro 1950s vibe.  This is the first 
Houston location for the California based 
company.  The recipes are the original 
recipes from Susie’s grandparents.  She even 
has the recipe cards to prove it!  SusieCakes 
specializes in old fashioned treats using 
basic ingredients with the freshest and finest 
qualities.  All products are all natural at 

SusieCakes.  There is nothing 
artificial in these yummy desserts.  The menu has 
everything from mini cupcakes to custom cakes.  
Among their bestsellers are the Vanilla Celebration 
Cake which has confetti inside and the Old Fashioned 
Chocolate Cake with six layers.  SusieCakes has 
seasonal cakes and cookies too.  Now they have 
Pumpkin Spice Cake, Pumpkin Bread Pudding, and 
sugar cookies decorated for Halloween.  SusieCakes 
has a customer appreciation program where you can 
earn points and get a free treat on your birthday.  If 
you like homemade desserts but don’t have time to 
bake for yourself then check out SusieCakes! 

SUSIE CAKES  REVIEW BY ISABELLA CLARK 

Step Right Up is about a boy who learned to be 
kind to animals. He could tame any animal no matter 
how rascally the animal was. William was born into 
slavery. He learned all he could about caring for the 
injuries and illnesses of animals and people during his 

time as a slave. By the time he was a young man, 
people started calling him “Doc” or “Dockey”! I don’t 
want to give away too may detail. I recommend you 
read the amazing Bluebonnet Award nominated book.

 STEP RIGHT UP BY DONNA JANELL BOWMAN REVIEW BY GRACE BADENHORST 

http://westues.org
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My grandpa, Clifford Johnson, 
lives on a farm north of Quincy, 
Florida, Hurricane Michael 
passed very close to his farm.  
Q: How did you prepare for the 
hurricane? 
A: I have generators, water, fuel 
and food supplies put away. But I 
was not prepared for the severity 
of the storm.  It was much worse 
than I anticipated.  
Q: Why didn’t you evacuate? 
A: I have brick home and a lot of 
supplies so I thought I could 
“weather the storm.” I felt like I 
was prepared for any kind of 
storm.  I wanted to look after my 
property.  I am 70 miles from the 
coast and I didn’t think there 
would be any flooding or storm 
surge affecting my property.  

Q: If you had to do it over would 
you have left? 
A: No, I would have stayed, but 
if I lived closer to the coast I 
would have left, no questions 
asked. 
Q: How did you feel during the 
hurricane? 
A: I was scared and very 
apprehensive.  I didn’t know 
what was going to happen to my 
house and property.  The winds 
were blowing 80-100 mph.   The 
house was shaking, it sounded 
like 10 freight trains were going 
by.  I saw a huge pine tree fall, I 
heard a thud and saw another 
tree fall.  The trees were swaying 
30-40 degrees.  I could hear 
many trees falling in the forest 
next to my house. 
Q: Were you prepared enough? 

A: I felt I was prepared for a 
“normal” hurricane, but not this 
one! You are never prepared 
enough for a storm of this 
magnitude.  
Q: How severe was the damage? 
A: Very severe to the property, 
to the trees, the vegetation.  But 
luckily, my house, barns, and 
pond house were not damaged.   
Several trees were knocked 
down. It totally devastated my 
power lines.  Two utility poles on 
my property were knocked down 
and I am running on generators.  
The whole region is without 
power. I don’t anticipate having 
power restored for several 
weeks.  I could not access the 
highway from my house for 3 
days.  I had to create a new road 
to get out of my property. I have 

no running water, so I use a 
camp-bag that heats the water 
with sunlight.  I use it to take a 
shower.  This is the worst storm I 
have ever experienced. 
Q: How did it effect the people 
around you? 
A: They have the same problems 
but many were not as prepared.  
They don’t power, water, food, or 
fuel.  Some people’s homes are 
destroyed or have had severe 
damage. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency is setting up 
stations to distribute food, water, and 
supplies to help people. 

IN THE PATH OF HURRICANE MICHAEL BY ASHER JOHNSON

Science experiments are 
fun ways to learn and I have a 
great experiment for you! One 
way to have fun with science is 
to make a homemade volcano, 
and here is a website that will 
make it possible! Just go to 
https://www.education.com/
activity/article/volcano-erupts/ 
and follow the directions. You 
can make your own volcano 
with clay and be as creative as 
you want. Then, the science 

experiment simulates the flow 
and eruption of a real volcano! 

First, ask your parents to 
help you find the supplies for 
this experiment. You can also 
ask them to help you with the 
measurements. For this 
experiment you can make a 
homemade volcano with clay or 
use a vase or container. This 
experiment teaches us about pH 
levels, which is the amount of 
acid in a chemical. Vinegar has 
lots of acid but baking soda 

doesn’t.  When they mix 
together, the chemicals collide 
causing a really cool eruption!
This experiment is cool because 
it shows how a real volcano 
erupts! I had fun with this 
experiment and I think you will 
too! 

BTW: It’s not just fake 
volcanoes that are cool, real 
volcanoes are even better. Did 
you know that lava isn’t always 
called lava? Before it spews out 
of the volcano, it’s called 

magma, or molten rock, but 
once it reaches the surface it’s 
called lava. 

SCIENCE ISN’T JUST HOMEWORK! BY SAM FAULK

 Have you ever 
felt bullied by 
some-one? 
Bullying can 
take place in 
many forms. It 
can be physical, 
verbal, and even 
on-line. October 

was National Bullying Prevention 
Month, so now is a good time to talk 
about this topic. I took a survey of my 
fellow students from Ms. Brady’s 
homeroom class.   Out of a total of 31 
students surveyed, the majority of 

students in my class have been bullied. 
Only a little over 50% told someone that 
they had been bullied. Almost half my 
class has witnessed someone being 
bullied, and almost 50% of the students 
have tried to stop someone from bullying 
another student. 100% of the students in 
Ms. Brady’s class want to make the 
effort to stop bullying.  

Based on the results of my survey, it 
is important to recognize that most 
students are affected by bullying, and all 
students want to do something to stop 
bullying from occurring. Some steps that 
we can all take to make this happen are 

to stand up for those that are being 
bullied. Say something if you see 
someone is being bullied. Be kind to any 
kid that is being bullied. Show them that 
you care by including them. Hang out 
with them at recess so they are not alone. 
Also, never post anything on-line that 
can harm, embarrass or hurt someone. If 
you do see something that seems wrong 
or makes you scared, tell an adult or 
parent. Finally, if you think you may 
have bullied someone in the past, say 
sorry to that person. Not only will that 
person feel better, but you will feel better 
too. TAKE A STAND AGAINST 

TAKE A STAND AGAINST BULLYING! BY SHIV KHERA
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This summer, I went to Atlanta with my sister to 
visit my grandparents for a week. I went to many 
different places and had fun. One of the places I went to 
was the zoo! Some of my favorite animals were the 
tigers, the gorillas, the birds, and the bush dog. I liked 
the gorillas because there enclosures were very nice. Te 
bush dog was very funny and lies to hide.  

My favorite place I went to was Sky Zone. Sky 
Zone is a trampoline park. At Sky Zone they had an 
American Ninja Warrior rope course. It was hard 
because you were very high off of the ground but I 

really liked because it was super high. They also 
had a foam ball pit and two basketball hoops.  

Last but definitely not least… gem searching! 
We searched for gems at a place in Dahlonega, 
Georgia called Crisson Gold Mine. Gem searching 
is very fun, exciting and it doesn’t take long. To 
gem search you sift through the sand to find gems.  

If you are ever in Atlanta and looking for 
something to do I would recommend going to the zoo, 
Sky Zone, or the Rock Climbing Place. I had such a 
good time in Atlanta, and if you go, I hope you do too! 

Dear Mia, 
I am always losing important things in my locker 
and when I go to get it, I cannot find it! 

Signed Lost 
Dear Lost, 
You should try to clean up. Take home the things 
you don’t need, throw away or recycle excess, 
and only keep the essentials.  - Mia 

Dear Mia, 
There is an annoying kid who sits next to me and is always getting me 
in trouble! What should I do?  - Signed  Partner Problems 

Dear Partner Problems 
Talk to the teacher about your problems, but if they continue, ask to 
be moved.  - Mia 

Dear Mia, nobody wears name-tags any more, and I can’t figure out 
anyone’s names! How can I remember them? 

- Signed Forgetful 

Dear Forgetful, 
You should make up a rhyme to remember their names.  

- Mia   

Send your questions for Mia to westuelementary@gmail.com. Please 
write Mia in the subject line. 

WEST U STUDENTS WANT TO BE GREEN!  BY JOVAN HEBBAR

The environment helps us, animals and plants 
live.  It is our job to keep it clean and safe.    After 
taking a survey of 3 third grade classes, I found 
that everyone is trying to help the environment in 
their own way.  Of the people that took my 
survey, I found out that 20 students help the 
environment by recycling, 11 help by picking up 
trash around school, 21 help by using reusable 
stuff like lunch/snack containers and reusable 
water bottles.  I also found out how people get to 
school.  Most people take a car, few walk, and 3 

rides the bus.  It is best for the environment to 
walk or bike.  Maybe we should try to do that 
more often! Some other ideas kids had to help 
the environment were to take an electric car to 
school, to conserve water when brushing their 
teeth, and turning off lights when leaving a 
room and hallway.  We want to keep our 
environment safe so that we don’t hurt things 
and spread diseases.  What we do might affect 
the whole entire world, so let’s keep it healthy 
and safe together. 

FUN ACTIVITIES TO DO IN ATLANTA BY MADELEINE TEJTEL 

Do you know how many dogs get put down 
each day at shelters?  At the shelter that our dog 
came from, they put up to 20 dogs down a day.  If 
everyone adopted a rescue dog then there would 
be less dogs put to sleep.   

We adopted our dog from K-9 Angels.  K-9 
Angels is a rescue that pulls dogs from shelters, 
makes sure they are ready for families, and puts 

them up for adoption.  K-9 Angels used to be 
located by Skeeters.  I walked in one day and I 
saw the cutest dog in the world, Molly Sue, and 
we adopted her later on that month.  She is the 
best dog ever.  For $200 dollars I saved a life and 
that’s not a lot to pay.  If everyone adopted a 
rescue dog, it would be a better, happier world. 

EVERYONE SHOULD ADOPT A DOG BY LULU FLORES

My sister and I on the 
American Ninja Warrior 
Rope course at Sky Zone.

DEAR MIA BYMIA GOVERNALI 

My dog, Molly is part 
dachshund and part collie. 
We adopted her in 2015. 

She is 4 years old. 

Jovan and Sahana Hebbar 
walking to school with our 

reusable water bottles.

http://westues.org
mailto:westuelementary@gmail.com
mailto:westuelementary@gmail.com
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No Bullying by Shsyah Mavligit
Stop it! Oh yea! What are you 

going to do about it?

2 minutes later…something 
strange happened.

Wait. Is 
that pizza?

Did you say PIZZA?
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Boo 
Bash 
 
by Evelyn 
Shen and 
Mattie 
Edwards

A Strange 
Invitation 

by Penelope Tsao

Thanksgiving Day  
Word Search   

by Seetha Venkatachalam 

Can you find these words?

AUTUMN 
BEANS  
CIDER
COLONISTS 
CORN 
CORNBREAD  
CRANBERRIES 
DINNER  
FEAST  
GRAVY  

HAM 
HARVEST  
INDIANS 
MAYFLOWER  
PIE 
PILGRIMS 
PLYMOUTH  
RECIPE  
SERVE  
SETTLERS 
SQUASH 

STUFFING 
THANKSGIVING 
THURSDAY 
TRADITION 
TURKEY  
VOYAGE

http://es.houstonisd.org/westuniversity
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SWEET TREATS AND HOLIDAY 
EATS: HALLOWEEN CANDY 

BASKET  
BY RAQUEL ECHEVARRIA, AMELIA 
NUCKLES & CAROLINE THOMPSON 

Have you ever found yourself craving 
candy and cookies all at once? This recipe will satisfy your sweet 
tooth for both of these sugary snacks! (inspired by the Nestle Toll 
House chocolate chip cookie recipe)

Ingredients: 

• 2 1/4 cups all-purpose flour 

• 1 teaspoon baking soda 

• 1 teaspoon salt 

• 1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened 

• 3/4 cup granulated sugar 

• 3/4 cup packed brown sugar 

• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

• 2 large eggs Miniature candy 
bars of your choice (we suggest 
Snickers, Milky Way, or Twix) 

PREHEAT oven to 375° F.  

COMBINE: flour, baking soda 
and salt in small bowl. Beat 
butter, granulated sugar, brown 
sugar and vanilla extract in 
large mixer bowl until creamy.  

Add eggs, one at a time, beating 
well after each addition.  

Gradually beat in flour mixture. 
Scoop a small amount of dough 
into the bottom of each part in a 
muffin tin.  

Add your candy bar on top, then 
cover it with more dough. Repeat 
until the dough runs out.

I brought my 

turkey friend!

Hi, I’m Willy.

Do you want to 

come to a party?
Thanksgiving Party 
2:00 to 4:00. Bring 
a turkey and other 

food.

Interesting

Across 
1. Our school’s fall carnival 
5. Our school playground has plenty of 
these oak nuts. 
6. Many animals do this in the autumn. 
8. Tasty yellow vegetable with kernels 
9. Another word for Fall 
10. Middle month of Fall 

Down 
2. One of the colors leaves turn in 
autumn 
3. Used to scare birds away from the 
corn 
4. A large orange squash 
7. Favorite holiday tart.

The Short Sighted Puppy by Johanna Dorn

Is that a turkey?
It is! I love turkey!

Meow! Oh no. It’s a cat!

er…..not exactly what we meant. By 
the way I think she is a duck!


